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The multisensory body is the locus of human identity, experience and 
memory, and the body in motion gives meaning to space and place. Bringing 
these perspectives together, this session explores the value of applying a 
multisensory approach to the archaeology of Mediterranean landscapes and 
locales within them. It will examine the extent to which the senses played a 
central role within distinctive cultural, social, political and economic 
activities, with the aim of increasing our understanding of how people 
identified and interacted with their environment as they moved within it.  

In particular, the speakers will ask how we might develop and apply 
methodologies for recreating experiences of prehistoric, protostoric and 
Archaic ritual landscapes, as well as the activities, behaviours and meanings 
associated with them, with attention given to how sensory archaeologies may 
combine or conflict with traditional fieldwork methods. Consideration will be 
given to the impact sensory stimuli had on the perceptions and experiences of 
those who lived in particular regions of Italy and the surrounding islands, and 
the extent to which an attempt to recapture sensory data and reconstruct, or 
re-imagine, sensory experiences alters our perceptions of these places.  

A further aim of the session is to develop methodologies for sensory 
archaeologies, with a particular focus on movement through ritualised 
landscapes and experience of space/place, as well as to consider the issues of 
approaching movement from a multisensory perspective, some 
methodological problems and their solutions.  

Sue Hamilton and Ruth Whitehouse  

Prehistoric pilgrimage: the road to Grotta Scaloria  

The cult cave of Grotta Scaloria is situated close to the Adriatic coast on the 
low limestone plateau that forms the southern foothills of the Gargano 
promontory. Located on the edge of the area occupied by the well-known 
ditched settlements of the Tavoliere plain, it forms part of the same Neolithic 
world, dated by radiocarbon to the 6th millennium cal. BC. The cave consists 



of a lower chamber with cult dedicated to stalagmites and stillicide water and 
an upper chamber with a deposit containing fragmented, carefully cleaned, 
human bones, found together with domestic refuse. Recent isotope analysis 
has demonstrated that some of the bones belong to individuals who may have 
lived some distance away from the site.  

Our hypothesis is that the cave represented a special place to be journeyed to, 
possibly with offerings and relics of the dead, by people living in the villages of 
the plain. In this paper we aim to reconstruct – or re-imagine – the sensory 
experiences of journeying from the Tavoliere to the Grotta Scaloria during 
the Neolithic. The observations on which the sensory experiences are based 
derive from a series of experiments, related especially to sound and vision, 
carried out during the course of the Tavoliere- Gargano Prehistory Project. 
We look first at zonation of landscape around Grotta Scaloria, in terms of 
sensory experience; then we consider journeying to Grotta Scaloria, 
interpreted as pilgrimage. In this journey, the sensory experiences of the 
travellers would have provided a metaphor for the journey of the rite of 
passage, instilling feelings of changed personhood, matching the change of 
status being socially marked by the pilgrimage rite.  

We do not present this interpretation as a precise reconstruction of past 
events, but as a way of thinking in the present about what past experience 
might have been like – a sort of ‘thick description’ of Neolithic life – an 
exercise that offers different insights from those provided by traditional 
material culture studies.  

Reuben Grima  

Making place in Late Neolithic Malta: the temporality of 
landscapes and monuments  

Late Neolithic Malta presents an interesting repertoire of monumental 
activity, densely inscribed into a small island context. This evidence allows 
examination of how space was articulated into place at a number of nested 
scales, ranging from architectural space, through the relationship between 
architecture and geological structure, to the location of monuments in the 
wider landscape. Drawing on earlier work, it is argued that at each of these 
scales juxtaposition of contrasting elements is an essential component of the 
systems of signification that may have been in operation. At the scale of 



architectural space, part of the significance of the deployment of images lay in 
the spatial relationships between them. At the scale of the landscape, the 
positioning and elaboration of monuments only acquired meaning in relation 
to their wider setting. Landscapes of death are inextricably intertwined with 
the taskscapes of everyday life. The significance of the location of funerary 
monuments, for instance, rests on their relationship with the productive 
landscape. It is therefore argued that, in the Neolithic, the temporality of 
movement was an integral component of the webs of significance that were 
embedded in these spatial relationships. These systems, it is argued, could 
only acquire and maintain their meaning when narrated through the 
performance of bodily action and movement, whereby different elements 
were encountered sequentially along a time-line. Consequently, any efforts to 
engage with and interpret the evidence under discussion should take into 
account and be informed by the temporality of human experience.  

Claudia Lambrugo  

Feeling the euodía of the goddesses in the sacred landscape of Gela 
(Sicily)  

This paper will focus on the intriguing connection between perfume and 
deities in the Greek sacred landscape. Numerous literary and iconographic 
sources demonstrate that a close relationship existed in the Greek world 
between perfume (the natural scent of flowers as well as the artificially made 
unguents) and divine epiphany; it means that the euodía played an important 
role as vector between the mortal and the immortal spheres, the fragrant 
scent being a tangible sign of a deity’s presence, and something that allows 
mortals to perceive the divine.  

With these considerations in mind, the paper will explore a new approach for 
understanding how some sacred areas in Gela (a Greek colony in Sicily) 
functioned, paying particular regard to the case study of Predio Sola. The 
Predio Sola sanctuary, excavated by Piero Orlandini during the 1960s and 
recently published with an important update of the data set, gives the 
opportunity to test a multisensory perspective. The extraordinary abundance 
of perfume bottles and oil lamps, until now simply interpreted as sign of 
richness by those who attended the sacred area, may be read from a different 
point of view. This highlights the importance of reassessing material from old 



excavations in the light of new methodologies, resulting in an increased 
understanding of past cultures.  

Susanna Harris  

Seeing textile technology with new eyes: the Etruscan cloak 
experiment  

The Etruscan Cloak Experiment uses visual observation of two cloaks, made 
to represent those of the seventh century BC in Italy, to understand the 
relationship between textile technology and visual experience. The 
technology of production has been a major theme in archaeological textile 
research. Recent research has generated new data on old and new 
archaeological discoveries in Etruria and neighbouring areas. As well as 
techniques of production, scholars across disciplines recognise the huge visual 
importance of textiles and textile clothing in terms of consumption. Although 
this aspect of archaeological textile research has received limited attention, 
pioneering research by Lena Hammarlund seeks to classify of fragment of 
archaeological textiles according to visual types. In a complementary way, the 
research presented here seeks to investigate the visual qualities of textile 
clothing according to the parameters of light and distance. Methodologically, 
the experiment builds on previous experiments by the author on the sensory 
aspect of cloth type materials. The results of the experiment highlight the 
similarities and differences between the technological and visual 
understanding of textiles for clothing, and allow us to reconsider the 
relationships between the two in the specific context of Etruria and its 
northern enclaves.  

Eleanor Betts  

Warriors and wayfarers: multisensory movement in the sacred 
landscape of Picenum  

This paper explores the sacred landscape and ritual practices of the Picenes, 
through a phenomenological lens, focusing specifically on the relationship 
between the material evidence (votive deposits of figurines and pottery, 
monumentalised inscriptions), the topographical landscape, and the people 
who used them. It considers how the Picenes may have experienced their 
environment and given it meaning, with a particular emphasis on sacred sites 



connected to the river valleys and mountain routes which enabled movement 
east- west across the region, and beyond. Attention will be given to how the 
sacred landscape was experienced via the senses of sight, hearing, smell, taste 
and touch. The premise is that, whilst they are culturally specific, human 
senses function in measurable ways, each dynamically contributing to the 
perception and definition of space and place.  

The primary topographical focus of the paper is on the extent to which the 
Apennine mountains marked territorial boundaries. The evidence for 
boundaries is contrasted with that for the interconnectedness of places, 
mountain passes having been used as arteries for the spread of trade and 
ideas. The paper explores the movement of religious practices across 
supposed territorial boundaries, such as the deposition of Umbrian- and 
Etruscan-made bronze votive figurines in Picenum and the spread of the cult 
of the goddess Cupra from Picenum to Umbria. This discussion of large scale 
patterns is combined with detailed analysis of the evidence from specific 
sacred sites and isolated votive deposits. Mountain peaks could be used both 
for localised cult, relating to the well-being of a community, via fertility 
and/or ancestor cult, and to make cultural statements revolving around the 
triumvirate of religion, politics (with regard to definition of territorial 
boundaries) and trade/economics (e.g. Monte Giove, Penna Sant’Andrea). A 
phenomenological approach is used to hypothesise that the choice of sacred 
site depended on its place in the landscape in relation to arterial routes and 
natural boundaries, as well as on its own notable physical features and 
intervisibility with the surrounding area. These sites were intrinsic to the 
organisation of Picene society from as early as the seventh century BCE, and 
to interactions beyond the region.  

	


