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This session examines the triumphal aspects of processions in Rome, focusing on the 
procession as a demonstration of imperial power from the Republican period to Napoleon’s 
reinvention of the triumph in Paris. The three papers are wide-ranging in their case studies, 
but all have as their underlying theme the elite appropriation of movement through urban 
space, with a secondary focus on sensory experiences of the procession from the perspectives 
of both participants and spectators. Webb’s paper explores the relationship between gender, 
movement and status in the introduction of the cult of Magna Mater to Rome, via Ostia. 
Hoggarth introduces the role of bridges in the route of the Roman triumph and their 
significance in determining some of the most influential routes through Rome. In the final 
paper, we go beyond Rome and here Rowell examines Napoleon’s appropriation of Roman 
triumphal processions in his transformation of Paris into an imperial metropolis of 
unprecedented magnitude. A key aspect of triumphal processions was the display of 
consumption, which served as a mechanism by which the elite could underline their power 
and authority in the city, not least by appropriating public space for these spectacles.  
  
Processional routes defined movement within and across the city at particular times (festivals, 
funerals, triumphs) and the way people interacted with urban space. The perspectives of the 
participants were often at odds with those of the spectators. An underlying theme of the 
papers is the way in which people adapted to different uses of urban arteries and boundaries 
on specific occasions. Each explores the tension between the event imposed by the elite on 
the cityscape and the (normal) functioning of the majority of the populace, some of whom 
might be described as active spectators, but many of whom operated in their particular 
locales, affected to differing degrees by the unusual events taking place around them. 
 
 
Of Matrons, Movement and Majesty: matronae primores civitatis and the advent of the 
Magna Mater (204 BCE) 
 
Lewis Webb (Umeå University) 
 
This paper explores the intersections between gender, movement and status in the advent of 
the Magna Mater in 204 BCE (Livy 29.14.5–14, Ovid Fasti 4.293–348). Drawing on recent 
studies that focus on religious processions and movement in Roman Italy (Bonnemaison and 
Macy (eds.) 2008; O’Sullivan 2011; Östenberg, Malmberg and Bjørnebye (eds.) 2015), it 
underscores the important role of gender and status within the first religious procession for 
the Magna Mater. In this procession, omnes matronae of Rome, including many unnamed 
matronae primores civitatis and, most notably, the patrician Claudia Quinta, transported an 
image of the Magna Mater from Ostia to Rome, where it was initially lodged in the Temple 
of Victory on the Palatine in 204, before being moved slightly west to the newly dedicated 



Temple of Magna Mater in 191. The procession was ceremonial, concluding in festivities on 
the Palatine, including votive dona, a lecisternium, the first celebration of the Megalesia, and 
mutitationes cenarum between the elite. Gender, movement and status were clearly at the 
core of the advent of the Magna Mater. The scholarship on the advent of the Magna Mater is 
extensive (Satterfield 2012), but these three concerns, gender, movement and status, have not 
been well considered collectively. This paper reflects on the place of the spectators and 
participants in the first procession, underscoring the importance of viewing hierarchies, 
gendered walking, and conspicuous consumption for the female participants. Ultimately, it 
stresses that high status women were central to this procession, and that it stands as a 
paradigmatic example of status projection.   
 
Neglected Crossings: the Role of Bridges in the Movement and Memory of Ancient 
Rome 
 
Catherine Hoggarth (University of Kent) 
 
Rome’s location was determined by its position as the lowest bridgeable point of the Tiber; 
trackways snaked out from that crossing point and trading areas sprung up in its 
neighbourhood. From their very earliest days bridges have played a decisive role in 
determining how the city was accessed and how traffic moved within its confines, yet 
Rome’s urban bridges have been relegated to obscurity by scholars; conventional wisdom 
perceives them merely as extensions of roads and largely devoid of agency. This paper will 
challenge that perception.   
 
Rome’s bridges determined some of the most influential routes through Rome including the 
triumphal march. This display of power utilised the bridge to create a visual representation of 
Rome’s mobility and power demonstrating its ability to master and subdue nature. Bridges 
played a key role in the visual representation of Rome from Augustus to Honorius. Together 
with their preceding arches they were used to create a unique visual and sensory entrance and 
exit for the city. The arches created the impression of entering a walled city where no walls 
existed, and later (when the Aurelian walls were constructed) created a route which softened 
the impact of entering or exiting the city though the vast walls. The sensation of crossing the 
bridges, with the noises of the Tiber below, surrounded by images of the emperor and 
dominated by its facing arches would have been a powerful and unique experience for those 
crossing the Tiber. The bridges also acted as a repository for collective memory, representing 
both sacred spaces and heroic deeds of the past.   
 
This paper will argue that in order to understand movement around Rome and her most 
important routes, we must first look to understand her bridges. It will argue bridges, as well 
as being key determiners of movement within Rome, played a vital role in the emergence of 
new routes of power and legitimisation in the city.  
 
 
On the Road to Domination: The Reinvention of the Roman Triumph in Napoleonic 
Paris 
 
Dr Diana Rowell (University of Kent) 
 
Classical Rome – home to the great Caesars – was central to Napoleon I’s ambitious plans to 
transform Paris into an imperial metropolis of unprecedented magnitude. The Roman 



triumph, in essence, a ritualistic ceremony of ‘entrance’ encapsulating the notion of conquest 
and domination, was also very much a part of Napoleon’s grandiose visions. Within this 
relationship, I plan to touch upon the Napoleonic capital’s triumphal architecture which, like 
the triumphal landscape of Imperial Rome, served as a stage set for triumphal ritual, and 
stood as an impressive and enduring epitaph to its Emperor’s universal hegemony.  
 
The paper will therefore act as an introduction to the interrelationship between antiquity, the 
display of power and the reinvention of Napoleonic Paris as a ‘new Rome’. By tracing 
(briefly) the evolution of Napoleon from the Republican general and triumphator, Bonaparte, 
who fought for the French revolutionary cause through to an ‘absolute’ ruler whose 
magnificent triumphal processions resembled those of Imperial Rome, it will also be possible 
to gain insight into the changing nature of Napoleonic Paris and its founder’s rule.  
 
A glimpse into the world of Napoleon’s often convoluted exploitation of the Roman triumph 
in Paris, however, would be incomplete without reference both to the conflicting symbolic 
landscape(s) of the city prior to his rule as emperor and to existing recreations of triumphal 
ritual further afield. Rather than being a two-way (bipartite) relationship, we should therefore 
envisage the Napoleonic re-appropriation of Roman antiquity – and the triumph – as a 
tripartite relationship. Napoleon was not simply reinventing the Roman world; he and his 
entourage were simultaneously manipulating former Rome-inspired traditions to reinforce the 
impact of his own form of power over the past, the present and the future.  
 
  
 
 


